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I would like to thank all the members who voted in this historic 
election.   A record number of ballets were cast in this election 
where the members could vote for the first time for the four  

Executive positions. 

 

We have several new Executive Members and Directors.   They 
are Vice President Terry Humberstone, Secretary Steve Walsh 
and Director Paul Finch.  We have four returning members,  

Treasurer Nick Oud, Director Dan Archibald, Director Ken King 
and yours truly as President. 

I believe we have a strong group of very positive members on the 
new board that will continue to move the CRPU forward this next 
three years. 

 

There are several areas we are hoping to bring more to the forefront, promotion, protection and better communication. 

We will be working on getting racing pigeons on the National 4H program and get greater exposure of what racing  

pigeons are all about to the younger generation. We will also try and put together a promotional program that mem-
bers can draw on when interested in promoting racing pigeons in their own areas.  The board can provide leadership 
and direction but we also need help from individual members/clubs and combines. 

 

Protecting the right to raise and race pigeons is also a very important issue.  Over the years the board has been  

involved in a number of by-law challenges and have been successful in each one. The latest was in the  

City of Hamilton where the proposed new by-law would not allow people residing in residential or commercial areas of 
the city to keep pigeons, thus prohibiting new fanciers from joining the hobby.  Our By-law Chairman, Steve Walsh 
with the help of members from the Hamilton Central and Flamboro Clubs were successful in getting that part of the 
proposed by-law sent back to the planning committee.  

 

After another month or so a favourable by-law for the pigeon fanciers was realised.  It is a real asset for us to have a 
strong National Organization as cities and municipalities seem very willing to work with a professionally run National 
Organization. 

 

We are also working on a better, faster and a more professional way of communicating with our members.  Minutes of 
our meetings will on average be posted on the CU website within two weeks of the meeting date.  

 

Other updates and messages will be posted on the CU site and/or the CU discussion site.  As communication should 
be a two way street, we are also looking forward to positive feedback and ideas from our members. 

 

These are exciting times for the racing pigeon sport in Canada.  I look forward to helping lead this incredible National 
Organization to new greatness. 

 

Yours in the Sport 

Oscar DeVries 
President 
The Canadian Racing Pigeon Union 

President’s Message  
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The Train to Success Platform 2 
 

Part 1 of the Train to success has stirred more than a few comments. Especially the extreme distance flyers felt that 
their toes had been stepped on. Naturally, I have nothing against the extreme distance fanciers as such and I have 
several good friends that specialize at these distances. But, that doesn’t mean that I have to agree with their meth-
ods. Personally I think that when you enter 60 pigeons in a long distance race and sometimes, like here in the north 
of Holland there are a total of 4,000 pigeons in the race, then you should be able to place one of your entries in the 
first 10 and be able to fly 35 to 40 prizes. If this doesn’t happen then you had a bad race or at least you didn’t fly well 
enough. When you race pigeons all year aiming for the extreme distance races then you should perform well on 
them, if not than you simple didn’t do well enough. I stand by my thoughts on prize percentages, they should clearly 
be higher. That can be accomplished by entering fewer pigeons and keeping the average and poor pigeons home. 
Let’s go to  Platform 2. 

 

The loft 
 

For me the loft is very important. Some believe the loft is more important than top pigeons. I believe that both are of 
great importance for success in the pigeon sport. Top pigeons housed in a bad loft won’t perform and poor pigeons in 
a top loft won’t perform either. There has to be a combination of excellence in all the parts in order to succeed. So 
let’s put the loft on Platform 2. 

The climate in the loft must always be pleasant and comfortable. When the weather outside is inclement, the loft 
should feel comfortable, pleasant enough to make want to stay. This is also important in extreme heat; the loft should 
never feel like an oven.  

Your loft should always feel comfortable under all weather conditions. I am not an expert when it comes to building 
lofts, I don’t know anything about air circulation or temperature swings. For advice you will have contact someone 
who does. People such as Duindam, Kaspering and Jaap Bakker all know much more about lofts than I do. 

 

What is most important in a loft? 
 

I like to have my hens and cocks in sections next to each other (Gert-Jan fly’s total widowhood), the hens on perches 
and the cocks in their boxes. It is important that there is glass in the front of the loft, that there are slides in the ceiling 
and that there are the Old Dutch tiles on the roof. The loft should be dry and should have T-L lights installed 
(preferable 90/120 cm tubes for a 2.5 X 2.5 meter area).  It should also be possible to warm each section if required. 
To accomplish this you could use the old fashioned infra-red bulbs, or the more modern infra-red heaters. There are 
many possibilities.  

I don’t like air intakes in the front of the loft or air blowing in from the bottom of the loft. What I do like is coziness in 
the loft.  

There are fanciers with only nest boxes in the loft, nothing else. That is not an option for me; I like several boards run-
ning ( a side walk!) in front of the nest boxes and a sturdy feeding table in front of the windows where I can park my 
back end. 

 

These window tables also serve as a feeding table and are important for motivating the widowers.  

I don’t like hallways in front of the sections; I want to be in amongst the pigeons the moment I step into my loft. I also 
prefer small sections with a maximum of 12 cocks per section.  

All in all a loft should have a comfortable temperature, should always for good (no drafts) should be cozy and not too 
big.  

 

I prefer a loft that faces south-east (sun is live, sun is form). Another important item for me is a movable aviary that I 
can place in front of the loft in extreme heat situations. I prefer a loft without a permanent aviary for my old bird  

racers, especially not one on the backside of the loft.  



4 

 When it comes to air circulation, whether aviaries should be open or closed, a sputnik with holes in the bottom etc. you 
will have ask someone else I don’t have any understanding of any of it.  

 

A short column this week, if you don’t have a lot of knowledge on a subject than you shouldn’t say too much. But, the 
importance of the loft should never be underestimated, that’s why the loft is on Platform 2. If you make the loft fit ( make 
it suitable) than you are on the train to success. If you don’t your will be standing on the platform, watching the train go 
by.  

 

Gert-Jan Beute 

 

Translated with permission by Nick Oud 

Did you know you can shop online for all the best products ? - Visit us at  www.crpu.ca/shop 

BIO-MOS IS THE ORIGINAL NATURAL SOLUTION TO  
INTESTINAL ISSUES. IT PROMOTES GOOD BACTERIA AND BUILDS 

NATURAL DEFENSES THEREBY MAXIMIZING  
ANIMAL PERFORMANCE AND PROFITABILITY. 

  

Zapping salmonella – facing tougher limits 
 
“The EU had tightened monitoring and control of food-borne zoonosis, with salmonella heading the hit list. 
Producers must share responsibility for the safety of poultry-derived food and meet demanding targets on 
salmonella reduction in eggs and poultry meat.” Dr. Elinor McCartney, Pen and Tec Consulting 
Salmonella is a real issue worldwide and the EU legislative body is making the first moves in providing relief 
to this problem. In Europe in 2004 alone, there were 193,000 cases of Salmonella food poisoning and most 
were associated with eggs and chicken.  
 
The EU government is not the only entity responsible for carrying out the extinction of salmonella in Europe. 
While the EU government is responsible for enforcing regulations, the producers, veterinarians and nutrition-
ists hold the most responsibility for ensuring the safety of poultry-derived food and meeting demanding tar-
gets on salmonella reduction in eggs and poultry meat.  
 
Right now, breeding flocks tested positive for Salmonella Typhimmurium and Salmonella Enteritidis must de-
stroy non-incubated eggs and all birds day-old must be destroyed. By 2010, fresh eggs may not be used for 
human consumption unless tested Salmonella free. And by 2011, fresh poultry meat may not be used for hu-
man consumption unless tested free from Salmonella.  
 
To ensure accountability, the EU legislative body is mandating that the food business operators set up Sal-
monella control programs that require testing, recording results and communicating those results to the cor-
rect authorities.  
How does this affect you? Well, if you are in any country that exports to the EU, you’re now affected. New 
regulations are being adopted in the U.S. to try and gain control over these diseases as well. This is a global 
issues and worth  
addressing.  
 
Contact us for a full description of Elinor McCartney’s article.  
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KEEP YOUR EYE, ON CITY HALL  
By Joseph Erwin 

 

The pigeon flyers in Hamilton were all excited to hear that the new City of Hamilton Responsible Animal Ownership by-law was not 
going to affect them. 

 

For three years Ron Hastie and I had been told by the bylaw committee, that the racing pigeon community would not be affected. 
This was even reaffirmed on November 15, 2011. In a notice in the Hamilton Spectator, a public meeting was to be held for public 
input on the proposed changes in the Responsible Animal Ownership Bylaw. The racing pigeon community did not get involved as 
the public meeting notice clearly stated that racing pigeons was one of the areas that would not be affected. 

 

Sometime in the first week of December 2011 the proposed by-law was unveiled to the community and the racing pigeon sections 
had been changed dramatically. 

 

There was a wording change that would basically, cover the existing flyers but would eliminate any new lofts being built in the city. 
This is when I knew we had to do something, as the future of our sport would be dead with the new changes.  

 

I called the CU office and was contacted by Steve Walsh. Steve did not waste any time. He was on the phone and arranging meet-
ings with the bylaw committee, sending a few very official letters, one stating that we as the CU regulate our flyers and are a Na-
tional Organization that polices our own. Dogs and cats get far more complaints and they don’t have a National Organization polic-
ing themselves. Steve, as well was pumping us all up to get more of the club involved. A leader is so important on issues like this, 
someone to rally the troops.  

 

Many of the club members contacted the Mayors Office, their Councillors, as well as the Animal Control Office through phone calls 
and e-mails. 

 

With the help of many Club members from the Flamboro Club and the Hamilton Central Club we attended the next council meeting 
in which our opposition was introduced to the committee. 

 

Our opposition was very well accepted by our Councillors and they spoke out on this issue in a favorable manner, except one 
councillor who has a problem with pigeons. His first problem, many years ago, was when he first became councillor. There was a 
neighbour problem  

involving pigeons. I say this and I will quote The City of Hamilton Mayor, 'That most problems with animals and neighbours are gen-
erally a neighbour problem not an animal issue.  

Unfortunately pets are thrown in the skew to try and intimidate each other.' This I find very sad.  

 

This Animal By-Law Committee had already received many other drafts of by-laws from Steve Walsh.  

 

The City Council have been working on this by-law for 3 years and wanted to put this to bed so at a special Council meeting in late 
January 2012 the suggested animal bylaw (by Steve Walsh) was put into the new Responsible Animal Ownership by-law.  

 

On February 8th Council unanimously passed their new Responsible Animal Ownership By-Law 12-031 allowing our sport to con-
tinue in all areas of the new City of Hamilton. 

 

 

This has a happy ending but could have gone the other way very easily. Have a look at the bylaws in your area and don’t wait until 
you’re under the gun. This is everyone’s issue so get involved in your club its good for the future of our great sport.  

 

Thanks, 

Joseph Erwin 
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CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL ONE LOFT RACE 

ONE QUARTER MILLION DOLLAR RACE 

$250,000 DOLLAR RACE 

Biggest, Most Affordable 
One Loft Race in North America 

6 Bird Team only $1000 Dollars (completely activated) 

Almost 1500 birds already reserved!! 

Only accepting birds from April 1st  to  April 30th 

Call us or email us today to reserve your teams 

Tony Alves – 905 478 1511   E-mail: tony.alves@sympatico.ca 
 

Send $1000 cheques payable to: Canadian International One Loft Race 

Tony Alves 

20792 2nd Concession 

East Gwillimbury, Ontario 

Canada 

L9N 0H6 

 

CANADIAN Fanciers sending by air, please ship only on Mondays in April to Toronto Interna-

tional Airport via WestJet or Air Canada 
 

AMERICAN Fanciers (NEW additional shipping date) 
American shippers – simply send your birds on April 30th, 2012  

by US Postal to: 

Dale Zehr 

10632 Jackson Lane 

Carthage, New York 

USA 

13619 

Phone: 315 771 9081 

 

Check our website at www.canadianinternationaloneloftrace.com 
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Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race 
 

Shipping Instructions 2012 
The Greatest Pigeon Race in the World! 

https://www.scmdpr.com 

  

This year I will do three early shipments to Sun City- May 15th, May 22nd and May 29th plus one late 

shipment on July 2nd. This shipping plan will give everyone the opportunity to have their pigeons in 

different shipments, separate lofts and sections at Sun City.  No one will do a better job or give you a 

greater chance to succeed in Sun City.  All of the most famous fanciers ship with me.  There is good 

reason for this!   

 

Ship pigeons to Frank McLaughlin so that they arrive between April 1st and May 24th. or June 14th 

to June 30th.  I will handle everything for you!   

  

For endless information on Sun City, all my “Bi Weekly Updates” from this past season, “Frequently 

asked Questions”, trip pictures etc. can be found on www.mclaughlinlofts.com 

Two weeks prior to sending the pigeons to me.  Please vaccinate the pigeons for Paramyxovirus (PMV). 

I can vaccinate if needed and they will also be vaccinated for PMV, Salmonella and Pox in Sun City.  

 

I will keep you updated Bi-Weekly throughout the entire season as well as contact you immediately 

with any race updates and upcoming deadlines. I will offer race insight and give recognition to the top 

three lofts in each training and race result. 

 

The export cost is $45 per pigeon with checks made payable to Frank McLaughlin. 

Entry fee for the Million Dollar Race is $1025 for each three bird team which includes one entry 

and two backups.   

 

You are welcome to mail the $1025 for each team to me and I will wire the money at no charge over for 

you.  Make this check payable to Frank McLaughlin 

 

I will be using five large flight pens for the pigeons that are competing in Sun City.  The pigeons will 

have unlimited grits, pick stones, pink minerals, pro-biotics, apple cider vinegar, European grain mix 

and pellets.  They will be given all natural products during their stay at my lofts.    

 

The care before they go and stress free travel is so important!  Email.  Frank@McLaughlinLofts.com 

 

For more information on Sun City, all my 2011-2012 e-mail updates, trip pictures and Frequently Asked 

Questions, please see www.mclaughlinlofts.com Call or email for New Brochures and DVD’s. 

 

Frank McLaughlin 

395 Whitman St 

Hanson Massachusetts 02341 

Cell (781) 820-8327 

https://www.scmdpr.com/
http://www.mclaughlinlofts.com/
http://www.mclaughlinlofts.com/
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Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race 
The Greatest Pigeon Race in the World! 

https://www.scmdpr.com 

 

Reinhart Wagner 
North America’s leader in Import & Export Services 

 

Export Instructions for Sun City 2012 
I will be making two shipments to Sun City this year.  The first shipment will be on 
May 16th.  Ship the pigeons to me between May 1st and May 15th for the May ex-
port.  The second shipment to Sun City will be on June 26th.  Ship pigeons to me 
between June 11th and June 24th for the June export. 

Please include $45 per pigeon for export fees and a completed registration form.  
Forms can be downloaded from the Sun City site. 

 
For more information call or email. 

 
Reinhart Wagner 
(705) 428-0757 

wagner1@rogers.com 

Borrowed Wealth 

Pete Voskamp  - Upcoming Sale! 

Kit of six  pigeons for sale—$250  

Phone : 519-631-6685 

Fax—519-631-7950 

https://www.scmdpr.com
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Flying high in pigeon racing, the longest-running sport in the world 

 
Doug Chadwick would like to clear the air about homing  

pigeons.  
 
“They’ve got a bad rap because of the feral pigeons, but 
they’re not like that at all,” he said. “They’re hugely  

intelligent. There were lots of pigeon heroes from the 
war.”  
 
Chadwick, a past president and founding member of the 
Mid-Island Racing Pigeon society, has raised pigeons 
since he was 10 years old.  
 
“It is the longest running sport in the world; it goes back to 
the Roman Empire. Once you get in, it’s like anything 
else, you get bit by the bug, it’s hard not to do,” he said. 
“It’s exciting for me to see them come whipping in, trap 
them and then find out how they did against everyone 
else.”  
 
Chadwick cares for about 72 homing pigeons in a loft out-
side his Chemainus home. Approximately 50 of those 
make up his racing fleet; the others serve as stock for 
breeding. Each one has their own name, like Bella or one 
of his prize racers, ‘Fred the Red.’  
 
“Most people don’t name them ... they don’t really re-
spond to them,” he said. 

  

Sometimes referred to as ‘the poor man’s horse racing,’ 
pigeon racing involves clocking the velocity of the time it 
takes for a pigeon to return to its owner’s home from a 
designated release point, which, for the local racing club, 
is usually in Campbell River. Because there are pigeon 
owners across  

Vancouver Island, the winner is determined not by who 
gets home first, but by whose pigeon reaches the fastest 
velocity (metres per minute).  
 
Each pigeon wears an electronic band that is scanned in at the beginning of the race and clocked when they reach the 
loft.  
 
“It works with a GPS now, it’s a lot easier,” Chadwick said. “Before we used to have to do the measurements all by 
hand.”  
 
A volunteer truck driver transports the birds to the release point. There can be anywhere from 200-300 pigeons re-
leased at one time.  
 
“When they take off out of the truck, it really is a sight,” Chadwick said.  
 
Once a year, the society runs a race from Bella Bella, a journey that usually takes the birds approximately six hours.  
 
“Sometimes there’s trophies involved,” Chadwick said.  
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 With limited numbers of racers and increasing natural predators, pigeon racing is becoming an aging sport, Chadwick 
said.  
“It’s getting tougher and tougher to have them now with the bylaws, more and more people aren’t allowed to have 
them,” he added. “People... think that they’re rats and there’s a lot of outcry. They’re wrong.”  
 
Chadwick said it’s a great sport for anyone looking to be involved with a great group and have the opportunity to race 
their pets.  
 
“People become very attached to them, they become pets,” he said. “I go out in my loft every day and spend hours out 
there.  
 
The Mid-Island Racing Pigeon society will be holding its annual show, where members will bring their best stock to be 
judged on conformation. The show is open to the public. For more information on the society and how to get involved, 
visit http://midislandracingpigeonsociety.com/. 

For Sale  -  Youngsters off imports 

Bloodline from: 

M. Albrecht  
Roger Jan Golenberghe  
A. Varenewyek  
Deravw— Sablon  
Etienne DeVos          
R. Florizone 

Ready 1st week in May  

Call Eric Platteeuw 

Phone: 519-631-8538 

45767 ELM LINE—RR2 

ST. THOMAS, ONTARIO  -  N5P 3S6 

Don’t forget to place your order for the 2013 Bands! 

DEADLINE is May 31st, 2012 
Check page 18-19 to fill out your order form! 

Have a question ?  Call the office or email us! 

 1-866-652-5704  or crpu@crpu.ca 

http://midislandracingpigeonsociety.com/
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Canadian Racing Pigeon Union 

Canadian National Ace Awards 
 

1. All birds must be registered with the CU 14 days before the racing season commences as per Rac-

ing Rule #1. 

2. Only the CU database will be used to calculate all Canadian National Ace Awards. 

3. Races at all organizational levels of competition, including club, com-

bine & opens are eligible for the Universal Performance Rating Award. 

4. The race with the best (lowest) rating for the weekend is used, club, combine or open. 

5. For the UPR loft awards, the same categories apply; scores will be based on the average UPR rating of 
the first two (2) birds clocked for each loft. 

(a) Only one (1) race per category per day can be used. 

6. Only birds in the top 20% of the total number of birds shipped to a race earn a 

rating. 

7. Races using clocking limits are not eligible for CRPU National Ace Awards. 

8. Races having fewer than 3 lofts participating must use the race result of the next highest level of com-
petition that is Combine etc. 

 

Formula used: Race position divided by the number of birds in the race multiplied by100 taken to 3 decimal 
places. 

                              The lowest percentiles is the best, a 2% rating is better than 5%. 

 
 

Old Birds Requirements 

Sprint Best 4 races. All races must be less than 400 km. 

Middle dist. Best 4 races, total distance of the 4 races must be 1500 km or more. 

                                             All races must 350 km or longer and less than 575 km.        

Long dist. Best 3 races, total distance of the 3 races must be 1700 km or more. 

                                                All races must be 525 km or longer. 

Overall Best 5 races, total distance of the 5 races must be 1900 km or more. 

A minimum of 1 race must be less than 350 km & 1 race must be 525 km or longer. 

Young Birds 

Sprint Best 4 races, all races must be less than 375 km. 

Long dist. Best 3 races, total distance of the 3 races must be 1125 km or more. 

                                               All races must be 325 km or longer. 

Overall Best 5 races, total distance of the 5 races must be 1450 km or more. 

A minimum of 1 race must be less than 300 km and 1 race must be 375 km or longer. 

 

Note: 
Band numbers on all race results must carry the full particulars of the band. Year (2011 would be 11) 
the issuing organizations letters MUST be included (CU, AU etc.) The personalized and club bands 
must also include their band prefix AS PER BAND PREFIX LIST. Any not conforming to the required 

standard may be rejected for award considerations on the database.  
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A LOFT FOR EVERY SYSTEM                                                                   
 1 of 4 

  

When I started with pigeon racing we flew only natural and used nest trickery for motivation. However in Europe they 
where already realizing the effect that hormones have on cock birds and the absence of sex. We can all relate and 
wonder why it took so long to figure that out. The Europeans with attic lofts also figured out the effect that heat   has on 
form, and because attic lofts are generally dark they saw the effect it has on the molt and consequently the dark and 
light system. Because of its competitive nature it took time to become common knowledge like it is today. 

From then to now we have progressed and established several systems to make us more competitive, may it be for 
hens or cocks, young or old, or short, middle or long distances. 

 

The one area that has lagged behind is the loft to accommodate these systems in a fluid manner. 

To be competitive in a full racing schedule and with a small team, one needs to follow a system that suits you and your 
birds, may it be natural, classical widowhood, double widowhood or double/dual widowhood, or a mix of the above. 

In order to best practice any of the above systems one needs three sections to fly out of plus one section to house your 
young and one for your breeders. So for some one just getting into racing, the ideal loft has a minimum of five sections 
and preferably facing south or southeast as mine is. 

 

The three fly sections do not need to be large, the nest boxes in the middle section dictate the size and can be any-
where from eight pair to a maximum of sixteen, less is better than more.  A large loft is harder to settle down especially 
with a lot of first year cock birds. 

 

The side sections can be smaller then the middle and V perches are best, an attached aviary is recommended for 
bathing but also for locking out the widowhood hens, it discourages pre-mature mating with each other, not to mention 
how it helps to create form when they lay out in the sun with a abundance of fresh air and finally it extends loft space. 

The following is meant to show how a three section fly loft can accommodate any system you wish to practice and 
even allows you to make moderate changes during the schedule without disrupting the core plan. 

  

NATURAL:  Where the birds are flown to the nest in the center section. However extra hens or cocks can be flown in 
the side sections to a perch. This is particularly useful for grading extra yearlings either hens or cocks. Frequent road 
training is required for this system. 

  

CLASSICAL WIDOWHOOD: The cock birds stay in the center sections and the hens are kept in one of the side sec-
tions or in the attached aviary to avoid them mating up with each other, feed control is the best way to stop hens from 
laying if they are not flown, anyway.  Furthermore if you have several yearling cocks on the team that are not settling 
down you have the option to put them on perches also in the spare side section. I have done this successfully on occa-
sion. Remember you cannot reach form if they are not settled down. 

  

   

Loft 2 of 4 

  

DOUBLE WIDOWHOOD:  Is similar to classical except you fly the hens also.  Historically the cocks stay with the nests 
in the center and the hens are on perches all week. You have the option to keep extra hens in the spare side section 
without any interference on the core system. 

  

DOUBLE/DUAL WIDOWHOOD: This is where three sections is mandatory as the center is empty all week, cocks on V 
perches on one side and hens on the other. 

The “dual” meaning to be the extra motivator for birds wanting to get to their nest boxes and then to their mate in that 
order. With the center empty all week I use some of the nest boxes for hens that have mated up with each other later 
in the schedule, just when a few fresh birds are needed for the longer races, if you keep a few extra hens like I do you 
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can do this without disrupting the cocks, he just gets a new young yearling hen that is keen and don’t think he doesn’t 
like that. It’s all about loft management to make this work. 

Utilization of every bird on the team in a small loft is the only way to keep in there with the big lofts. 

 

EXERCISE PROCEDURE: I fly the double / dual system and don’t loft fly during the week at all, the cocks won’t fly 
much anyway as they just want to get in their nest boxes. I also have a big garden in front of the loft and I hate  

standing there keeping them out of it for two hours twice a day, by the time the hens are out. 

 

I train twice a week about an hour on the wing, first the cocks and fifteen minutes later the hens are let go. My wife 
usually moves the cocks over to the side, if not I usually get back just before the hens and I move them over, they 
quickly get used to the routine as their breakfast is waiting for them. If they do beat me home I just separate them and 
they quickly settle down, it’s just far more convenient to have the cocks moved over before the hens come home. 

By mid to late season I let the hens go into the center section at will, those that want to mate can.  I really didn’t find 
any more mated up than other years but I find a pair of mated hens competing to sit can be very affective for the long 
end of the schedule. 

 

In conclusion, for the short sprint races hens or cocks, young or old, seem to come in at random, the first race is to the 
nest and there after they are on the double/dual system. 

I like the widowers best for the middle distances, but hens do beat them on some races depending on the day. 

For the long end I really like well reserved hens, we’re talking the five and 600 milers. 

This is particularly so when it’s tough going, that’s not to say I wouldn’t ship a widower if he’s in form he goes, but I 
usually have better results with hens on the long end. 

  

Having said all of the above, there is nothing wrong with specializing in a single system 

such as classical widowhood, etc. some of the top lofts in the country are classical widowhood flyers. I just find it easi-
er to be competitive every week by utilizing one or two systems and getting the best out of each bird, without the large 
numbers.  A lot depends on what your goals are and what you want out of the hobby 

  

Loft 3 of 4 

YOUNG BIRDS 

To fly the complete schedule old and young bird series and be competitive in both, your 

 best way to fit in the young birds in the overall old bird program is to breed early winter young, train them out to 20 
miles and then shut them down so they can get through their molt, while you are concentrating on flying the old bird 
program. 

When the old bird program is finished I simply move all the young to the front three section flying loft and repeat one or 
more of the systems that was used for the old birds. The young get trained out again starting from scratch, but catch 
on quickly which is from the benefit of the initial early training out to 20 miles and you won’t have the dreaded losses. 

The old get moved to the young bird section and to one of the side section. This is the time to cull out the old birds; 
however few do in fear of loosing all their young birds and then not have enough to fly for next year. 

The whole purpose of this article is to show how you can compete every week with a minimum amount of racers. The 
idea is to show the mainframe how this can all happen. 

 

For 2013 I plan to fly with 30 to 36 experienced old birds total, made up of 10 to 12 cocks and 20 to 24 hens and ex-
pect to be competitive against the big lofts with double or more birds to fly. 

I have already heard comments that this system is too much work, but how hard is it to open the door between sec-
tions. Secondly if you prefer to loft fly your birds during the week and that suits you, then do it. The results won’t 
change it’s the system that will keep your birds competitive through the process. 

Finally when you apply your personal techniques and your results improve, you will appreciate how rewarding this 
sport can be. 

  

Aviaries are recommended for catching and basketing your birds, then take the basket out of the aviary from the out-
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 side for a convenient exit. 

With spring training and breeding all three fly sections are open to allow for freedom of space. The same goes for your 
young birds when they are transferred over after the old bird season ends. The system of choice starts after the first 
race, by that time they are comfortable, most will have claimed a nest box and girlfriend and you are good to go. 

  

See single building layout for stock, young & racing all in one loft on page four along with a free standing young bird loft 
and free standing racing loft. 

Suggested limits of an all in one loft are as follows: 

10 x 12 ft. loft for 8 pair racers, 16 young birds, 4 pair stock birds. 

10 x 14 ft. loft for 12 pair racers, 24 young birds, 6 pair stock birds. 

10 x 16 ft. loft for 16 pair racers, 32 young birds, 8 pair stock birds. 

  

Tom deMunnik 

Orillia Racing Pigeon Club   Loft 4 of 4 
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Official Top 10 2011 National Ace Loft Awards 

 

Old Bird Lofts 
 

     Old Bird Long Distance Loft   

 

1  J.&T. Smolenaars 0.625 

2  Breakaway Loft 1.597 

3  Dearbourne Loft 1.951 

4  H. Huber  2.063 

5  Rotiroti Bros  2.147 

6  R. Jadowski  2.149 

7  C. Stratulat  2.154 

8  Flandria Loft  2.300 

9  J. Martire  2.417 

10 Wayne Beaudion 2.492 

 

Old Bird Middle Distance Loft 

 

1  Flandria Loft   1.877  

2  Andy Lehman   1.985  

3  Breakaway Loft   2.200  

4  O&L DeVries   2.313  

5  S. English     2.359  

6  Pete Voskamp   2.494  

7  M. Luttmerdin   2.531  

8  Mike Turek   2.659  

9  C. Lompart   2.771  

10 Gauvin Lofts  2.909 

 

Old Bird Overall Loft 

 

1  J.&T. Smolenaars   0.615  

2  Bob Duhra   0.669  

3  Flandria Loft    0.700 

4  T. DeMunnik   0.732  

5  Breakaway Loft  0.920 

6  Andy Rapai   0.936  

7  O&L DeVries  0.962  

8  Dearbourne Loft   1.102  

9  H. Huber    1.136  

10 Rotiroti Bros   1.334 
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Old Bird Short Distance Loft 

 

1  Andy Lehman  0.428  

2  Skyway Loft   0.436  

3  T. DeMunnik    0.594  

4  Flandria Loft    0.632  

5  Swance Loft   0.643  

6  Z. Talach   0.680  

7  Walter Sitarz    0.682  

8  Breakaway Loft  0.708  

9  O&L DeVries   0.754  

10 R. Paret    0.754 

 

 

Young Bird Lofts 
 

Young Bird Long Distance Loft 

 

1  Barkley Loft    0.399  

2  Valente & Evans Loft   0.821  

3  Silvercreek Lofts    1.071  

4  O&L DeVries   1.097  

5  Rob Smith     1.144  

6  J. Bertinato     1.334  

7  HHL & NDL & B & B   1.446  

8  J.&T. Smolenaars    1.668  

9  M. Azevedo    1.703  

10 N. Rothgiesser    1.801 

 

Young Bird Overall Loft 

 

1  Barkley Loft    0.446  

2  Valente & Evans Loft   0.453  

3  HHL & NDL & B & B  0.672  

4  Flandria Loft    0.726  

5  Karl Frank    0.789  

6  Medeiros Loft   0.816  

7  T. Rodgers     0.866  

8  Rob Smith     0.956  

9  N. Rothgiesser   0.993  

10 Next Day Loft   1.032 
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Young Bird Short Distance Loft 

 

1  Valente & Evans Loft    0.212  

2  Next Day Loft   0.516  

3  J. Sousa     0.556  

4  Barkley Loft    0.575  

5  Roberge Gilles   0.661  

6  T. Rodgers    0.722  

7  J. Bertinato     0.766  

8  Rob Smith    0.768  

9  C. Rothgiesser    0.793  

10  Flandria Loft   0.795 

 

These will be printed in the 2012 Yearbook. 

KTS 
Hand Krafted By Terry J. Scott 

Specializing in Custom Made Designs and Renovations 

 

Tables / Benches / Chairs / Cottages / Gifts 

 

2 Milne St. RR#1 Walsingham, ON 

(519) - 429-2269 

Email : ktscott1@hotmail.com 
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