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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Most of you will not be aware that your CRPU President has decided to step down for a
short period. Spring planting and his dairy operation are giving him little time to spend on
CU business. Oscar will be back to oversee the CU operations when his spring rush is over.
As you all know the CU has been struggling in the aftermath of the criminal activity that
has taken place within its operations over the last couple of years. We are still struggling.
Almost daily, new revelations come to light. Just when we think we can see light at the end
of the tunnel and our (your) finances are in order, another bombshell hits to set us back.
Your Board of Directors are putting in countless hours of meetings, phone time, etc. trying
to get a handle on things in order that we can run the CU in a professional manner on a
day-to-day basis for you, the members, while at the same time rebuild the confidence of
our suppliers that we remain a viable organization to do business with. Believe me when I
tell you that everyone of us here at the CU have been doing everything that we can to get
this problem straightened out.
I don’t need to tell you that the Year Book is late again. There have been problems, but we
at the CU are not going to shoulder all of the blame. Not just a few, but many of the clubs
continue to be delinquent when required to submit information for publication in the Book.
Time and time again, reminder after reminder, to no avail. There is a list of due dates.
These dates will be strictly adhered to in future, no more grace periods. There will not be
any extensions in the future.
One of my most disappointing experiences during this, my first year as a CU Director, was
to witness a number of clubs refusing to join the CU and instead joined a foreign organization. That is your prerogative. We are just now witnessing a problem within the AU respecting a number of things including allegations of illegal gambling, animal cruelty, etc.
by an organization called PETA. Individuals, clubs, combines etc. are organizing to help
the AU, not disband it. When American flyers are in trouble they come together to do what
they can, they don’t cut and run.
On that note a new season is approaching and I want to take this opportunity to sincerely
wish you all every success with your hobby.
Keep’em flyin!
Terry Humberstone
Vice President
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Beyers Enzymix mixtures
With the Elite Enzymix mixes, Beyers offers a unique range of mixes where enzymes have been added.
These enzymes are 100% natural and completely tasteless and odourless.
The enzymes are activated after ingestion of the food, as a result of the conditions in the crop. They ensure that the cell walls of the grains are broken down quickly. Consequently the pigeons absorb the nutrients faster and more effectively.
The result is threefold:
• The pigeon gets noticeably more energy from the food;
• The improved digestion results in visibly reduced and drier droppings
• The digestibility of proteins and crude fibres is significantly higher than with traditional mixtures.

What are ENZYMES?

However, pigeons don’t produce enzymes which can break down the cell walls of grains and legumes.
These specific enzymes are added to the Elite Enzymix mixtures and ensure the digestion process
happens much more smoothly. Digestion enzymes are therefore “the teeth of digestion”.
Beyers Elite Enzymix is 100% natural. The enzymes are tasteless and odourless
The enzymes won’t be activated until after the food has been ingested
Beyers Elite Enzymix can be given to pigeons of all ages
Within the Enzymix range, we can differentiate between basic mixtures and premium mixtures, of course, always with the
added enzymes.
The premium mixtures within the Enzymix range are recognisable by the addition of Modern System.

C R P U N e w s l e tt e r

Page 4

N U T R IT I O NA L F A C T S O N F LY I N G T H E LO N G E N D
While visiting the CU office with a friend the other day and meeting others there, it amazed
me how quickly we are influenced by others when it comes to feed and supplements. I
went there to purchase Doxycycline for respiratory problems and Cankerex Plus for canker
issues, not to pre-treat my birds but to have it on hand should I have a problem during the
race season. While there I picked up a large bottle PMV vaccine for club use to save the
shipping costs and like most others I picked up a couple of items that I probably didn't
need, however my wife was thrilled with the new scraper I bought her to do the perches in
case I am under the weather.
The first thing that struck my eye was the new European feed mixes that the CU now offers, its a three stage racing mix totally balanced to be used from the beginning of the
week until shipping night and its all about the nutritional values your birds need at the
right time to have a successful race. No other nutritional additives are needed or recommended if you are using this feed and program. If you can discipline yourself to this program then the cost overall is quite reasonable. The only supplements that may be helpful
are the acidosis such as Naturaline or Herba Zyma and maybe Electrolyte Plus to get your
birds back in a normal state after a tough race and or considerable fluid loss after they get
home.
I was overwhelmed at all the supplements that are offered these days not just here but at
all feed supply stores ,good lord there are not enough days in a week to use even a fraction of what’s available without doubling up with products. Not only that I wouldn't have a
clue how it impacts the overall picture. The problem as I see it is that most supplements
are in concentrated form and it quickly puts you over the top if not used properly. Just remember that the vital organs like the kidneys and liver have only so much capacity to process what is taken in.
It is worth mentioning that Steve showed us a newly designed plastic water bottle at a very
reasonable price that I had not seen before and I will definitely buy a couple when I am in
the area next time.
A real effort is being made by those there to make the CU store successful including
George with his computer clock repair.
Some time ago I made a limited study of how I need to get my birds ready to fly the long
races at the end of the season, when the races shift from speed to endurance and when
you consider that carbohydrates are required for speed and fats are required for endurance then you are on the right track.
The following are some of the facts, in easy line form that you need to consider when purchasing feed and or supplements relative to the races you are participating in, not to mention the best system to make it happen, as for racing systems and methods enough has
been written in a previous article.
1. Glycogen is the storage form of glucose in birds and animals.
(Continued on page 5)
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N U T R IT I O NA L F A C T S O N F LY I N G T H E LO N G E N D
(Continued from page 4)

2. Glycogen is transported trough the blood vessels and stored in the liver and breast
muscle.
3. Some of the glucose in the liver is also converted by the liver into fat, the chief fuel
for sustained flight
4. These fats are known as triglycerides and are the main fuel needed by racing pigeons.
5. The amount of energy provided by the utilization of fats is twice as much as that produced by the utilization of carbohydrates and protein combined.
6. Glucose in the drinking water prior to shipping adds very much to the entire process.
7. Fat production by the liver is greatly increased when levels of carbohydrates in the
feed ration are high.
8. Protein is used early in the week for the repair and replacement of tissue, it is not a
energy food
9. Vitamin C (ascorbic acid) is produced by the kidneys but may be added to the water
for races in really hot weather.
10. Finally with nest pigeons at the incubating stage, fat build up happens rapidly and
probably why they are such good candidates for the long tough ones. In the old days
nest pigeons with open loft, whereby the birds can come and go all day long are still
the preferred method by some of the long end specialists.
11. It might be worth mentioning that a conditioned bird with a good amount of fat reserves is not a big old heavy bird that has trouble making it around the barn, on the
contrary it will be one that is round, full, buoyant and definitively not heavy, if you
have open hole it will show you when it is ready.
12. All of the above is some what of a guide to get a bird ready for the long end and the
effect of proper nutrition, rest and of course condition with the open hole method
they will condition themselves and often do it better then forced road training. With
forced road training your goal is to condition them without drawing down the reserves.
Tom de Munnik
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2014 BAND PRICE ADJUSTMENT
As the new Interim Office Manger for the CRPU Store I have had to convince the Board of
Directors that we need to adjust some of our traditional pricing for bands for our 2014 order. Sorry.
I know not everyone will be happy with this decision but it was made to simplify our pricing, level the playing field for all members wanting to purchase CU bands and to address
the Euro which is changing daily.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Previously, pre-ordered, pre-paid CU bands for clubs sold for 45 cents apiece.
Pre-ordered, pre-paid club bands sold for 50 cents apiece.
Pre-ordered, prepaid CU bands for individuals sold for 60 cents apiece.
If bands were not pre-ordered and not pre-paid a member could still buy CU bands for
60 cents apiece.

Commencing immediately all bands will be 60 cents apiece. Elsewhere in this Newsletter
is the order form for the 2014 bands. I must have this form back as soon as possible but
certainly by no later than May 31, 2013. I must get these bands ordered in June to ensure
we have 2014 bands to ship to you in December.
The pricing for personalized bands remains the same, a minimum order of 250 bands for
$150 which is 60 cents apiece.
Thank you for your understanding.
Linda

Entrodex / Sedochol
I have been able to identify suppliers for Entrodex and Sedochol. I am attempting to keep
a small stock of both products on hand.
If you need these products call me today at 1-866-652-5704 to avoid disappointment.
If there is some other product you would like call. I will attempt to get that product for you.
Linda
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SCHUUR: SIDNEY GERRIT
After a short but courageous battle with cancer peacefully passed away on March 16,
2013 with his family by his side in his 45th year.
Treasured husband and best friend to Becky (Culver). Proud father of Ashleigh and Zachary. Son of Gerry and Rose. Son-in-law of the late Jack and Beth Culver. Sid is also survived by his brother Pete (Sheri) and brother-in-law Alex (Jane) Culver and will be lovingly
missed by his nephew and nieces Daniel, Neesha, Somer and Jordon.
A celebration of Sid’s life will be held on Saturday March30, 2013 at 1 p.m. at the Fisherville Lions Hall. At Sid’s request please dress casual. In lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the Haldimand War Memorial Hospital or the Mount Olivet Cemetery.
Sid was a member of the Hamilton Central Racing Pigeon Club and will be missed.
Ron Stephen
Ron Stephen passed away on Saturday March 30th. He was in his
82nd year.
Ron was the last founding member of the Orillia Racing Pigeon Club
still flying with us and never missed a season. He was a member
for over 40 plus years. Ron never showed much emotion win or
loose, never was a problem and always held up his end when it
came to club activities. He was club secretary for many years and did most all the little
things that others wouldn't think of.
Ron and his wife Marie worked many years as key members of Mary Horton's CU convention committee. They were both a fixture working the door and other duties that Mary
would assign.
Ron dealt with adversity the same way as he did with the races and just took life in stride,
something we can all learn from. He had a dry sense of humour and could be quite comical at times.
He will be sadly missed by all his club mates.
Orillia Racing Pigeon Club
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YEARBOOK
This article is a summary of my own thoughts and not the official opinion of the Board of
Directors (BOD) of the Canadian Racing Pigeon Union (CRPU).
When I joined the BOD in December 2011 as the Secretary I had no idea the complexity of
serving in this position. I thought my position was clearly laid out in our constitution, a
document I know well because I am the author of that document.
In that document I included these simple words; The Secretary shall perform such other
duties as may be delegated to him or her. My first mistake!
Today, my role has expanded to include the bylaw committee, overseeing the operation of
the store, the role of Human Resources Manager and yes being up to my butt in identifying
that we had serious internal issues to deal with. One of the issues is the production of the
yearbook. Boy, did I walk into it. The last BOD realized we could not continue to produce a
yearbook as we had in the past due to rising costs and a declining membership. They decided to produce the yearbook in house. Well, we all know the results of that attempt last
year. The yearbook was produced and money was saved but the members, you, were not
happy.
Hoping all the kinks were worked out last year, the new BOD decided to give it one more
try this year. That decision was made, unfortunately, before I discovered a fraud at the
store which led to a police investigation and a former staff member now charged with
fraud. That matter is still before the courts and will not be addressed further until the
criminal proceedings are complete but I digress.
The yearbook is a huge undertaking for the BOD and we do not have sufficient staff or
monies to produce this book in its present format. You, the membership are going to have
to play a very active role in the production of the 2013 yearbook or I say it now, the yearbook will be gone.
Why do I say this? Let us talk about deadlines. At Christmas I was still chasing clubs to enter their OB and YB results. I sent many emails trying to determine how many lines you
wanted printed in the yearbook. Some of these emails were sent several times to the
same clubs without a response. And then there were the club rosters and advertisements.
We were still receiving those up to a couple weeks ago
In order to meet the requirements of the Privacy Act we had to introduce a new membership form. The backlash from that was unbelievable and the way staff was treated by
some members is inexcusable but again I digress.
Many members will not find their name in the back of this years’ book because they have
failed to submit the required paperwork. Sorry. Not my fault.
The last time the yearbook was sent to a publisher for printing was in 2011, the 2010 yearbook. It cost just over $30,000 to publish. We cannot afford that so changes have to be
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YEARBOOK
made.
Last year, we mailed yearbooks out to many members who wanted their copies sent to
their home for $8.50. It was later discovered our true cost for mailing averaged $11 per
yearbook across Canada. That was an in house error. It will not happen again.
Let’s talk about “free lines” and “free shipping” for our clubs. Excuse me! In the world I
live in nothing is free. We have to talk about that this year.
I understand we all want to keep costs to a minimum and we can do that but there is a
cost to doing business and we all have to appreciate that too.
So how can we recover and keep everyone happy?
This year all deadlines will be strictly adhered to. I will try to remind you by way of a posting on the CRPU web site. Race results should be entered weekly but if you cannot do that
the final date we will accept OB race results for printing is August 31, 2013.
YB results too should be submitted weekly. If you cannot do that the final date for YB race
results submission for printing is October 31, 2013.
The final date for club roster / award / advertisements is November 30, 2013.
If you want more or less lines printed in the 2013 yearbook that decision is yours. I only
ask that you send us an email to let us know that. If you do not get an acknowledgement
back, send the email again. Please do not call. I forget easily.
A commitment by you to meet these deadlines will allow us some opportunity to tender the
2013 yearbook. I expect many clubs will miss these deadlines but apparently in the days
of Dorothy deadlines were strictly adhered to and we must return to that era.
I have addressed the “free” issues. That is my opinion but I assure you it must be addressed. What are your thoughts?
Yours in the Sport
Steve Walsh

Getting Out of the Sport
20 Blue Bar Pigeons
10 Cocks and 10 Hens
All descended down from Ganus Family Loft Stock
Plus some loft equipment
$600.00
Call Walter Nielson at 905-729-4128

SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR 2013
BAND TRANSFERS
Auctions

One Submission with all necessary information

$30.00 plus tax

Any sale to a non-member is an additional

$ 2.00 per bird
(plus tax)

CU Member to CU Member

$ 1.00 per bird
(plus tax)

CU Member to Non CU Member

$ 2.00 per bird
(plus tax)

FOREIGN BAND REGISTRATION

AU, IF etc.

Foreign band registered to CU Member

Service Charge $ 5.00 plus tax
Plus $2.00 per bird plus tax

FOREIGN BAND TRANSFERS

CU Member to CU Member

$1.00 per bird
(plus tax)

CU Member to Non CU Member

$2.00 per bird
(plus tax)

WWW.CRPU.CA

2014 Band Order Form
Order Deadline May 31, 2013
Club Bands - Personalized
Club Name
Band Secretary

Membership No.

City, Province, Postal Code
Phone

Cell

Email address:
Letters (maximum 16)
Quantity
Starting No.
Ending No.
Please be specific with the numbers. (Example # 1 or #001)
Individual - Personalized
Name

Membership No.

City

Province

Postal Code
Email address:
Phone

Cell

Letters (maximum 16)
Quantity

Starting No.

Ending No.

Shipping Cost must be included with payment.
Traceable Package Cost $
ON — $9.95 QC,NS,PE,NB — $11.95 AB,MN,SK — $12.95 BC,NL— $13.95

2014 Band Order Form
Order Deadline May 31, 2013
REGULAR CU BANDS
Name

Membership No.

City, Province, Postal Code
Phone

Cell

Email address:
Quantity
CLUB BANDS– PERSONALIZED (MINIMUM ORDER of 250)
Regular CU Bands ( First 250 Bands)

$150.00 plus tax

Regular CU Bands (Any Additional Bands Ordered)

$0.60 each plus tax

INDIVIDUAL—PERSONALIZED (MINIMUM ORDER of 250)
Regular CU Bands (First 250 Bands)

$150.00 plus tax

Regular CU Bands (Any Additional Bands Ordered)

$0.60 each plus tax

CU BANDS MUST BE IN LOTS OF 20’s
Regular CU Bands

$0.60 each plus tax

Any member or Club Secretary can order less than 250 Individual Personalized or Club Personalized
Bands but the minimum charge is still $150.00 plus tax. This is because of the cost of creating the
Template for each person or club.

PAYMENTS: VISA / MASTERCARD OR CHEQUE
Visa
Master Card
Cheque
Card Number

All orders must be accompanied by payment in
full or the order will not be placed!
Expiry Date

Cheque Number
Please be advised that no orders will be placed after the deadline!

