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The CRPU Board of Directors on behalf of the members would like to welcome 

Mr. Ken King as the newest Director. Ken will replace Voyo Radoman who ten-

dered his resignation as a CRPU director last December.  

 

 

My name is Ken King. I reside in Saskatoon Sas-

katchewan. I have raised and flown Racing Pigeons 

since the mid 60õs. My wife Wendy and I fly as the 

Bridge City Racing Lofts. We also release white pi-

geons at Weddings, Memorials and Special Events. 

We have 3 children, Wade, Stuart and Alanna and 

two wonderful grandsons , Sterling and Jasper. 

 

Over the years we have participated at the local 

level as well as Derbies across Canada from Toron-

to to Vancouver Island. We also had birds released 

during the opening ceremonies of the XV Olympic 

Games in Calgary in 1988. 

 

We have promoted local races and helped host all 

Breed Pigeon Shows for many years and we are members of the CPFA. 

 

2011 Bands 

 

The bands arrived at the CRPU office on Dec. 23 after being shipped late from Belgium 

because of delays created by the new combi band manufacturing process and a 10 day 

delay at customs. They were a month late!! We normally get them at the end of November. 

  

The office staff sorted, checked and shipped over 500 packages on time even with the fact 

that the post office was closed Jan 1,2 and 3rd due to New Year's falling on Saturday. 

NEW CRPU DIRECTOR 
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January Presidentõs Message 

 

Once again another year has come and gone.  Did we all accomplish the goals we set out to achieve back at 

the beginning of 2010?  Those that have been reading the quarterly newsletters and minutes will be well 

apprised of the many achievements of the CU in 2010.  These were only possible thanks to a strong united 

board of directors, a highly motivated and skilled office staff and input and help from many members and 

friends across Canada.  From where I sit as President of the CRPU, not everything that I had hoped to see 

accomplished unfolded, but by and large, I am very pleased with our year. 

 

The new year stretches before us - a blank slate.  Only we can control what will be written on our personal 

slates as the year marches along.  I hope for most of us that it is a positive and productive year.  The CU has 

some more very significant milestones to achieve in 2011.  Hopefully, by the time you read this message, 

we will have migrated to a new website host and our home page will have a bright new and more user 

friendly look and feel and the long awaited on-line store will be running.  I am sure that there will still be on-

going work to improve the results downloading function and awards calculations but I am confident that we 

will have announced our first national award winners where every result downloaded into the database was 

used to determine the champions.  This will only get better as time moves forward and will add immeasura-

bly to the status that Canadian national champions achieve.  I believe that the unique manner in which the 

CU receives and processes weekly race results make the Canadian Ace pigeon and Ace loft awards the tru-

est reflection of the actual performance of these birds against all competition.  The CU is a world leader in 

this regard and every member should be proud of that. 

 

The year 2011 also marks the first time the membership will directly elect a President, Vice President, Sec-

retary and Treasurer.  Additionally, for the first time in my memory, all seven director positions expire at the 

same time.  The membership has been handed a sacred trust.  Each and every one of you has been handed 

the responsibility to assist in fielding a slate of competent individuals to run the CU and to vote in the best 

of the lot.  Never before has the membership had this direct opportunity to set the course of the National 

organization.  What you chose to do with that responsibility will be the future fate of the organization.  I sin-

cerely hope that you invest a little time and thought in this process and make the best and most informed 

decisions possible. 

 

Je voudrais saisir cette occasion pour accueillir M. Gilles Paquette au CU,  comme liaison entre les franco-

phones,  principalement au  Québec.  Monsieur Paquette, étant bilingue (français et anglais) apporte un 

appui longuement requis au CU, afin de communiquer en français avec les membres qui ne sont pas à 

l'aise en anglais. Gilles a ®galement promis dõutiliser les ressources du nouveau club associ® avec le 

CU,  FLYING in Circle R.P.C.  afin d'aider à la traduction des formules officielles, la constitution et autres do-

cuments, dans lõautre langue officielle du Canada.  Veuillez voir sa biographie dans ce bulletin.  Si vous avez 

des questions concernant le CU soyez libres de communiquer avec lui.  Nous sommes fiers de pouvoir amé-

liorer la communication en français.  Bienvenue à Gilles. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mr. Gilles Paquette as the new CU liaison to the French 

speaking fanciers, especially in Quebec.  Mr. Paquette, being functional in both French and English, brings a 

wonderful, valuable and long overdue asset to the CU, the ability to communicate in French to those mem-

bers that are not fluent in English.  Gilles has also promised to draw on the resources of the newest CU affili-

ated club, the Flying in Circle R.P.C., to help translate our official forms, rules, constitution etc into Canadaõs 

other official language.  Please see his full biography elsewhere in this newsletter and please feel free to 

contact him if you have any questions relating to the CU and feel more comfortable working in French.  Wel-

come aboard Gilles. 
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I was on the road again in December, visiting fellow pigeon fanciers in Florida.  The Gulf Coast Homing Club 

hosts one of the premiere futurities in the world with a week of activities all provided free of charge, topped 

off by a truly classic pigeon race.  While there, I had the opportunity to visit again with Freddie Rivera, AU 

President.  Freddie had just returned from presiding over the AU annual and Board of Directors meetings at 

their 100th anniversary convention in Okla-

homa City.  Freddie was also the special 

guest speaker at the annual CU convention 

in Stratford last October and had some real 

good advice to offer regarding our new look 

convention and show in Niagara Falls this 

coming December.  In the photo below, 

Freddie and I took a moment to thank the 

incoming President of the Gulf Homing 

Club, Mr Pete Yachimske, for a great week 

of fun. 

 

On the way down to Florida, my wife and I 

stopped for lunch at the original Kentucky 

Fried Chicken restaurant in Corbin Ken-

tucky - the original home of Colonel Har-

land Sanders.  On the wall of his old kitch-

en was his business code.  It struck me 

that it might apply to the decisions made 

by pigeon clubs and combines as well as it 

applies to business.  It says: 

 

 

It is comparatively easy to prosper by trickery, the violation of confidence, 

oppression of the weak, sharp practices, cutting corners ð all of those meth-

ods that we are so prone to palliate and condone as òbusiness shrewdnessó. 

 

It is difficult to prosper by keeping of promises, the deliverance of value in 

goods, in services and in deeds ð and in the meeting of so called 

òshrewdnessó with sound merit and good ethics. 

 

The easy way is efficacious and speedy ð the hard way arduous and long.  

But as the clock ticks, the easy way becomes harder and the hard way be-

comes easier. 

 

And as the calendar records the years, it becomes increasingly evident that 

the easy way rests haphazardly upon shifting sands, whereas the hard way 

builds solidly a foundation of confidence that cannot be swept away. 

 

Happy New Year to everyone. 

 

Mike van der Jagt 

President 

Canadian Racing Pigeon Union 

The Three Presidents ð L-R Mike van der Jagt CU President, Pete Yachimske 

GHC President and Freddie Rivera AU President 
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Autobiography 

My name is Gilles E. Paquette from Orl®ans, Ontario. My wife Th®r¯se and I have three childrenõs with 

two lovely grandchildren.   I started flying pigeons in 1982 and have been a member of the Canadian Racing 

Pigeon Union Inc., for 29 years.  I also held various positions in different Clubs or Combines in the Ottawa 

area.   

My 33 years as a professional Financial Advisor has helped me to be bilingual, speaking and writing 

in French and English.  Recently, while talking to Mike van Der Jagt, the President of the CU, we came to the 

conclusion that it would greatly help the sport if there was a transparent communication between the French 

and English members.  I, therefore, accepted the position of liaison between the CU and the members.  This 

position is to help either unilingual member to communicate in the other language.   I am positive that this 

will help the sport that we all love so much. 

My outlook for the future is that more communication will be translated in the two official languages 

of Canada.  

Thanks 

Gilles E. Paquette 

Good Feathers Lofts 

854 Balsam Drive, Orléans, Ontario K1E 1B5 

gfls@rogers.com Home: (613) 824-7385 Fax: (613) 824-9569 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autobiographie 

Mon nom est Gilles E. Paquette d'Orléans, Ontario. Mon épouse Thérèse et moi, avons trois enfants 

avec deux beaux petits-enfants.   J'ai commenc® dans le sport ¨ courser des pigeons en 1982 et jõai ®t® 

membre du Canadian Racing Pigeon Union Inc., pendant 29 ans.  J'ai également accepté diverses positions 

dans les clubs ou combines dans la région d'Ottawa.   

Mes 33 années en tant que conseiller financier professionnel m'a aidé à être bilingue, parlant et 

écrivant en français et en anglais.  R®cemment, lors dõune conversation t®l®phonique avec Mike van Der 

Jagt, le pr®sident du CU, nous ®tions dõaccord quõune communication transparente entre les membres aide-

rait considérablement le sport.  A sa demande, jõai accept® la position de liaison entre le CU et les 

membres.  Cette position est d'aider l'un ou l'autre membre unilingue à communiquer dans l'autre 

langue.   Je suis positif que ceci aidera notre sport. 

Mes perspectives pour l'avenir sont que plus de communication sera traduite dans les deux langues 

officielles du Canada.  

Merci 

Gilles E. Paquette 

Good Feathers Lofts 

854, promenade Balsam, Orléans (Ontario) K1E 1B5 

mailto:gfls@rogers.com
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 2011  

Young Flying Kits 
 

Once again I will have available Young Birds in Kits of 5.  These Young Birds are from my Racing Team 

as I only race Young Birds from my Breeders.  
 

These Kits will be available April 25 to May 5 and are priced at 5 birds for $150.  These are long dis-

tance birds. 

I am a member of the Tillsonburg District Racing Pigeon Club which also races with the SWOA Combine. 

 

Zeb Talach     519 879 9846  or   zeb@silomail.com 
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Mark Your Calendar for Dec. 2,3,4  

 2011 
 

Niagara Falls CRPU Convention 
 

See page 9, 10 

CANADIAN RACING PIGEON UNION INCORPORATED 

DIRECTORS MEETING 

Sunday, November 21, 2010 

C.R.P.U. HEAD OFFICE, TILLSONBURG ONTARIO 

 

Present: N. Oud, S. Beadow, D. Ferracuti 

Conference:  M. van der Jagt, R. Hastie, O. DeVries, Dan Archibald 

Absent:  Voyo Radoman, John Stevenson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Minutes from October 9, 2010 were reviewed and it was noted that the within the financial report the amount of $150. 00 

should be $50.00.  This was amended in the minutes. Ron Hastie motioned and Nick Oud seconded.   

          CARRIED 

 

FINANCE 

N. Oud presented a budget spreadsheet which separates store and membership items. The BOD agrees that this layout will 

be valuable to the Directors to determine financial stature and will eventually help with annual and month to month com-

parisons.  This will enable us to work with òtrueó inventory and budget numbers.   

N. Oud also reports that our ordered inventory has arrived from Belgium despite significant delays in customs just in time 

as sales are starting to pick up. N. Oud anticipates lots of sales, especially after Christmas. 

 

UNIKON 

N. Oud does not have the software available to fix the clocks and is having great difficulty in getting any answers.  There 

seems to be problems with the disclosure agreement and the schematics and software from the Unikon Headquarters in 

the US. 

 

ACTION:  N. Oud to contact Dianne from Unikon directly to see if he can get more information/direction for this ongoing 

problem. 

 

BYLAWS 

R. Hastie reported a CRPU member is having problems with the City of Brampton By-Law enforcement.  No details to be 

reported at this time.  The City of Saskatoon will be voting in February to pass a licensing fee of $50.00 per year to keep 

pigeons (no limit was mentioned) and the fine for not having a license will be $250.00. The consensus from the BOD was 

that this does not seem an unreasonable amount of money as most dog owners pay similar fees per dog.  R. Hastie to re-

port back in February. 

 

AWARDS 

O. DeVries and N. Oud continue to work on the award database.  O. DeVries reported that the data base is still not function-

ing correctly and there are still lots of work to be done.  Dave Tichbourne and N. Oud spent several hours going through the 

results to pick out problems, this work is continuing.  The database results are not yet correct. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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R. Hastie reports that there are still errors around the 90th position and that some birds are showing as belonging to two 

different lofts. R. Hastie inquired about provisions for qualified birds that do not appear on the list.  N.Oud acknowledged 

that this is a problem; member input is appreciated to help identify missing birds to create more accurate results.  Without 

member input it will be an even longer and more tedious task to identify and correct the glitches. 

R. Hastie wondered if reducing the amount of data currently held in the system would help eliminate some of the errors 

and provide some clarity, N.Oud feels that the extra data is helping to make the errors easier to find and more transparent.  

 

M. van der Jagt conferred with the BOD regarding Web Developer J. Berresfordõs proposed deadline for site error reporting 

of December 08, 2010.  The BOD agreed that this deadline is not acceptable and the CU will not be bound by these terms.  

The CU has paid for functioning databases and will hold J. Berresford responsible until these databases are functioning.   

ACTION: S. Beadow to compile a letter on behalf of the BOD to inform Jason of the CUõs expectations. 

 

RULES 

By-law 1 the Constitution is going for review to legal counsel. By-Laws II (rules) is going to be reviewed next.  R. Hastie ques-

tioned if the new constitution will include the recently updated Code of Ethics and the Code of Conduct in the By-Laws sec-

tion.   The BOD has agreed that this is a valuable piece of information and it should be included. 

 

PROMOTIONS 

Bob Pommer:  His initiative for accepting pigeons as domestic parcels in Canada is moving forward with positive results.  

Two of the three airlines that were approached have agreed to this service.  A fee structure is being discussed with the air 

lines and Canada Post for air mail shipments of birds and a decision should be made by the end of November 2010.  He is 

optimistic for final approval; implantation could take place within a few months.  A copy of the American version of the di-

rective should be sent to the main Post Office as well as local Post Office for the requirement(s) needed for shipment box-

es. 

O. DeVries suggested that the CU try to obtain the dimensions and specifications for the shipping boxes well ahead of time 

so the CU will have a supply of these boxes ready for the shipping launch. Oud suggested that this may be an excellent op-

portunity for the CU to take a leadership role in approving the boxes used for shipping and the CU should try to get exclu-

sive rights to sell the approved boxes, the BOD has agreed that this could be a great source of revenue and recognition. 

 

N.Oud reports that the CU will not be present at the Woodstock Specialty Breeders Show this year due to a lack of space 

available for vendors.  The Woodstock fairgrounds building is currently undergoing extensive renovations reducing the 

amount of space available temporarily. 

 

S. Beadow raised a question about what pictures to use for the 2011 calendars, this year we will not have the opportunity 

to use pictures of the winning birds as the winners are not yet identified.  The BOD agreed that members should be offered 

the opportunity to submit photos from the 2010 season for consideration. 

ACTION: S. Beadow to compile a letter to Race Secretaries to request photos. 

 

M. van der Jagt previously discussed the option of going to bi-monthly newsletter, while the BOD agrees this may be a bet-

ter and more timely way to communicate with members, there is significant costs associated with the newsletter mailings.  

Currently P. Pearce is conducting an update of member information including obtaining email addresses to send corre-

spondence, once the update is complete, the BOD will review the mailing costs, it is expected that many members will ac-

cept correspondence via email, greatly reducing mailing cost. 

     

RACE PROGRAM 

R. Hastie reported WinBird is NOT the problem with downloading race results, etc., the main problem is with the memberõs 

computer not being compatible, there is an easy fix available.. 

 

HEALTH 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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